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Wetlands and Ponds

NAT1.3.2:  Develop and implement a planned program for up to an additional
                   25 - 50 pond acres.

NAT 1.3.3: Develop and implement a long-term maintenance plan for all ponds
                   within the Montour WMA, including monitoring for/of: infiltration of
                   Eurasian milfoil, water control structure operability, and water flow 
                   (to decrease stagnant water and help control mosquitoes).

NAT 1.3.4: Based on field review of project sites, avoid sensitive wetland plants
                   and communities.

NAT 1.3.5: Obtain water rights following the State process, utilizing water for
                   wetlands from natural seepage and/or agricultural wastewater.

NAT 1.3.6: Where possible develop new wetlands/open water ponds in upland
                    areas at Montour WMA, but within wet meadows if water sources 
                    are more appropriate.  No ground-disturbing activities shall be 
                    undertaken before a field review is conducted to determine the 
                    likelihood of occurrence of sensitive species (e.g., spotted frog).  
                    If warranted, a sensitive species survey would be conducted 
                    following established protocols and seasonal requirements. Project 
                    implementation and design would be based on the findings of the survey.

NAT 1.3.7: Proportionally replace areas and habitat value of all wetland and 
                   riparian areas that are directly impacted or degraded by implementation 
                   actions.

NAT 1.3.8: Reclamation will manage the pond that will be constructed at NW1/4, 
                   SE1/4, of Section 22, Township 7N, Range 1E, Benchmark Gem County 
                   based on the following stipulations in Idaho Department of Water 
                   Resources Permit No. 65-22696:
                       1. Reclamation will incorporate an emergency spillway into the pond 
                            design to prevent the possible backup and uncontrolled release of 
                            water and additional flooding of the road.
                       2. Reclamation will maintain the pond and the area in and around the
                            pond within an Integrated Pest Management Plan.

Irrigation Ditches
NAT 1.5.4: Work toward an agreement with local
                   ditch company regarding ditch main-
                   tenance to facilitate protecting and 
                   enhancing wildlife and habitat values
                   in Montour WMA.

Waterfowl & Game Bird Production

Upland Wildlife Carrying Capacity

NAT 1.5.2: Support IDFG’s efforts to increase upland
                   wildlife carrying capacity.  Specific 
                   strategies include:
  1.  Maintain tall grass/forb areas providing dense 
       nesting cover during spring nesting season.
  2.  Plant food plots in irrigated areas with emphasis
       on perennial plants.
  3.  Use the IDFG Habitat Improvement Program to 
        establish food sources and nesting area.
  4.  Use reservists and volunteers to establish and 
        maintain these habitats.
  5.  Establish forbs as permanent cover for
       upland wildlife.
  6.  Encourage heavy cattail stands to provide
       thermal cover.

NAT 1.5.6: Undertake wildfire rehabilitation in
                   keeping with wildlife habitat values
                   and the intent of the WMA.

NAT 1.5.7: Implement prescribed burning for habitat
                   manipulation followed by appropriate
                   planting.

NAT 1.5.1: Support IDFG’s efforts to optimize production of
                   waterfowl and upland game birds in the Montour
                   WMA.  Specific strategies include:
  1.  Annually maintain waterfowl nesting structures.
  2.  Monitor and manage additional residual nesting 
        cover on approximately 50% of the upland habitat 
        within the WMA so as to optimize the vigor, bio-
        diversity, and density of vegetation.
  3.  Develop additional ponds according to established
        priorities and rare species and community protection,
        as funding becomes available.  Ensure that appropriate
        measures are instituted at any new ponds to control 
        mosquitoes, aquatic weeds, and other pests, per the 
        Integrated Pest Management Plan (see NAT 1.4).
  4.  Maintain and increase water control structures to stabilize 
        water levels to prevent nest flooding.
  5.  Utilize media to distribute information on the importance of 
        protecting wildlife during the spring production period.
  6.  Enforce area closures to minimize disturbances to wildlife.

NAT 1.5.3: Work with IDFG and Gem County Sheriff
                   Department to enforce seasonal closures
                   for nesting and other pertinent wildlife 
                   protection measures at Montour WMA. 
                   Nesting habitat shall be protected by 
                   restricting activities during the nesting 
                   season) (i.e., February 1 - July 31).
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Figure 5.2-3. Black Canyon Reservoir & Montour  WMA RMP
                      Actions Related to Land Cover & Wetlands

** Indicates the need for a public entity, non-Federal managing partner. 
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